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BAGHDAD – A new training facility 

opened its doors to Iraqi corrections offi-

cers Feb. 2, following a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony for a new Training Tactical Op-

erations Center built by the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers. This new construction 

project is an integral part of the Camp 

Cropper internment facility, located on 

Victory Base Complex near the Baghdad 

International Airport. 

 

The new training center will provide 

instruction for Iraqi corrections officers on 

how to run a Tactical Operations Center 

with responsibility for internment facility 

operations to include visitation, medical 

services, programs and rehabilitation ser-

vices.   

 

“Capacity building is the overarching 

goal of nearly every project we build here 

in Iraq,” said Lt. Col. Richard Pratt, the 

deputy commander for Gulf Region Dis-

trict, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 

Iraq. “It’s critical that the Iraqis are able 

to sustain what we’ve started here long 

after we’ve departed. This training center 

is a perfect example of our commitment to 

ensuring a smooth transition as facilities 

such as this internment camp are slowly 

turned over to the government of Iraq,” 

said Pratt. 

 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was at-

tended by Maj. Gen. David E. Quantock, 
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Maj. Gen. David E. Quantock, the deputy command-

ing general for detainee operations, United States 

Forces-Iraq, pictured with Ra'ad Jader Khalaf, the 

deputy director general for Iraqi corrections system, 

Iraq Ministry of Justice, cut the ribbon officially open-

ing the new Iraqi corrections officers Training Tactical 

Operations Center Monday, Feb. 2. (GRD Photo by 

Scott Harris) 
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the deputy commanding general for de-

tainee operations, United States Forces-

Iraq, and Ra'ad Jader Khalaf, the deputy 

director general for Iraqi corrections sys-

tem, Iraq Ministry of Justice.  Lt. Col. 

Richard Pratt attended on behalf of the 

Gulf Region District (GRD). 

 

The GRD project delivery team con-

sisted of Lt. Erwin Rico, Robert Medlock, 

Builder Petty Officer 1st Class Tracy Nun-

ziato, Daniel Esqueda and Raymond 

Crapps. The total contract value was 

$807,000 with an original period of per-

formance of 240 days. The contractor for 

the project was Al Hamra Kuwait who fin-

ished the project in 214 days-nearly one 

month early.  

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 

Iraq has completed thousands of recon-

struction projects in partnership with the 

U.S. Government and the Government of 

Iraq. Since 2004, USACE has completed 

5,257 projects throughout Iraq valued at 

more than $9.1 billion, and has more than 

350 projects ongoing. The overall recon-

struction effort in Iraq currently provides 

jobs for more than 20,000 Iraqis. 

The Gulf Region District, headquartered in Baghdad, Iraq is a joint effort comprising Civilians, Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen and Contractors.  

GRD provides quality and sustainable engineering in support of civil/military construction in Iraq. GRS and its 
Iraqi partners are building a strong foundation for Iraq's future. 

BUILDING STRONG® is the official slogan of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Note: Scott Harris is a public affairs specialist with the Gulf Region District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Iraq. 

For more information, contact Scott Harris at 540.665.2644 or e-mail requests to  

Scott.D.Harris@usace.army.mil. For more information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit 

www.grd.usace.army.mil. 

The Training Tactical Operations Center is a $807,000 effort between the Government of Iraq and United States 
Forces - Iraq.  The center will provide the capability to exercise overall management and supervision of all facility 
operations, to include visitation, medical services, programs and rehabilitation services. (GRD Photo by Scott Har-
ris)  
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